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“When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.”—Luke xxvii:32. 
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' “IF CHRIST BE NOT RISEN” 
| eSqHE WORLD has had many religious leaders. Some have been men of 
5 impressive character and exalted purpose who have made a com- 
pelling appeal to vast numbers of their fellow beings. But they lived 
out their time and passed into the obscurity of death. To the Christian 
| faith belongs the unique distinction that its adherents down the centuries have 
‘ sustained the unshakable conviction that its Founder triumphed over death and 
. still lives. 
' Confucius, a master moralist, taught men the principles of virtuous living 
| five centuries before the coming of Christ. Gautama, the rigid ascetic who 
" established Buddhism, consoled the teeming millions of the Orient with belief 
“im reincarnation, teaching that failure to attain eternal salvation in one span of 
existence on earth could be made up in a succession of lives. Mohammed, the 
"camel driver, founder of Islam, gave hope of eternal bliss to other millions. 
5 > powerful a figure did he become that Carlyle said of him: ‘No emperor in 
r is tiara was obeyed as this man”. All these men were strong leaders, whose 
“teaching and influence still affect hundreds of millions of their followers. But 
3 py themselves are dead. 
; Of One alone among the founders of great religions is it firmly believed, as 
- puntless numbers of his followers will exclaim on Easter morning in this year 
BS of 1942, “He is risen!” 
_ Between the crucifixion on Good Friday and the resurrection on Easter morn, 
‘Christ was indubitably dead; the Light that had come into the world was 
hidden in the darkness of a rock-hewn tomb. Had Christ not risen, his teaching, 
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his promises, faith in a future life, would indeed have been empty. Vain too 
would be the faith and hope of Christianity today, when abysmal darkness has 
fallen upon the world, when millions face disaster and death in battle that those 
who survive may glory in a world made decent and fit to live in. 

Christ’s resurrection not only confirmed mankind’s hope of immortality, the 
firm and ingrained conviction of man’s future life. It was also final and. con- 
clusive proof of the divine nature of Christ. It thus affirmed the whole Christian 
thesis upon which our Western civilization is founded, that men are freed from 
sin and death by a Saviour. From this flows our right to freedom and liberation 
from the tyranny of would-be infallible popes and voluble dictators. Christ 
alone could and did save and free us, because he was God as well as man. 
His resurrection was proof of this. 

St. Paul reduced it all to a few terse, unequivocal words: 

“If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.” 
“If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.” 
Today as never before the democracy-loving nations of the world need to 


deepen their faith in Christ’s resurrection. Millions are being enrolled to face 
death in defense of a way of life that is believed to stem from true Christian 


teachings. Christ died to make men free. He rose from the dead in proof of 
the lasting effects of his work. That men and institutions have counterfeited 
his religion to enslave men and nations should be an aid to a re-enlivening of 
faith rather than a source of disillusionment. For it is safe to say that without 
Christ who still lives to keep men free, humanity’s hope for freedom and 
decency on earth and belief in eternal life would long since have weakened 
and died. 

Though the present global war has turned the earth into a Golgotha, though 
a pall of darkness and sinister foreboding is spread on all sides, the true Chris- 
tian never loses faith. Easter 1942 should fire anew the hope for a new 
world that will be sane and free. Every individual, be he soldier or civilian, can 
take heart from these undying words of the Christ who passed into the valley 
of death and arose triumphant: 

‘I am the resurrection and the life; he that believeth in Me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall 


never die.” 
¢ 
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ef EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS fo 


NEED OF RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY 


O SURRENDER the right of dis- 

sident religious opinion, even in 
wartime, is to surrender the heritage 
that insures the very freedom for the 
preservation of all that has been won 
in the past, and for which the United 
Nations are now battling to the death. 
To do so would be to quench the fires 
that light the way to a future free 
world. If you enchain the word of 
freedom, you kill its spirit. If you 
suppress constructive criticism, you suf- 
focate the life-giving principle of all 
liberty and progress. 


Truthful and factual criticism is the 
very life-blood of democracy and free- 
dom. Cease to call attention to the aims 
and methods of any large, powerful 
faction, and immediately it gains posi- 
tion to impose its unquestioned author- 
ity over all other groups. It was in this 
way that Fascism and Nazism gained 
ascendancy in Europe. 


This is all the more important in the 
field of religion, more so in the case of 
an international chureh organization 
with political aims, which by its very 
nature is dogmatic and intolerant, and 
is known to history as invariably lend- 
ing its support to reactionary move- 
ments. The Protestant Reformation 
never would have happened if priests 
and leaders of the Catholic chureh it- 
self had feared to question its most 
sacred teachings and practices. Relig- 
ious liberty would not have survived to 
this day had Protestants not continued 
to exercise their rightful freedom to 
enter into open discussion and con- 
troversy with the church of Rome. 


What disturbs us is the number— 
small though it be—of Protestant min- 
isters and leaders who would now 
hush all criticism against the Catholic 
church, who even go'so far as to envy 
its authoritarian set-up'and who lament 
the lack of a like authoritarian’ control 
among Protestant bodies. Protestan- 
tism’s gains would soon disappear if 
Roman Catholicism is. appeased. to the 
point where criticism of its aims and 
activities is no longer .weleomed and 
sustained. 

oe 

JAP-VATICAN COLLABORATION 
Le from . Washington 

report Japanese negotiations with 
the pope to secure a resident ambas- 
sador at the Vatican. Two urgent ap- 
peals to the pope by the United States 
Government against it have so far been 
ignored. A like appeal by the British 
Government has been ignored. It is 
feared that) papal concurrence in the 
matter will convince the whole Catholic 
world of the Vatican’s favorable atti- 
tude toward Japan’s vast Pacific con- 
quests. 


These appeals by America and Bri-' 
tain are sure to be resented in Rome, 
and the Vatican will probably defend 
its position on the ground that ‘‘ex- 
pediency’’ requires the appeasement of 
the victorious aggressor in the Pacific 
in order to safeguard Catholic mission- 
ary enterprises in the Philippines, Ma- 
laya and the East Indies. So far, Cath- 
olie missionaries in these places have 
received favored treatment from the 
Japanese. It.is not unusual for the 
Vatican to place expediency above vital 
moral issues. 
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PAPAL INFLUENCE IN SOUTH 
AMERICA 


HE POPE’S DELEGATE in 

Washington, Rev. Amleto G. Cicog- 
nani, went out of his way on February 
14 to deny that the Vatican attempted 
to influence Latin-American countries 
against the United States at the time 
of the recent Inter-American Confer- 
ence at Rio de Janeiro. He did so to 
counteract substantially identical re- 
ports in the press of North and South 
America that on the eve of the con- 
ference the Vatican managed to make 
known its attitude toward it, and that 
the Vatican was strongly opposed to a 
direct or indirect involvement of South 
American countries in the war. The 
Pope was reported, through ‘‘circles 
close to the Vatican’’, as having made 
his mind known at an audience with 
the Spanish Ambassador, at which 
some South American diplomats were 
present. 


It is to be noted that the apostolic 
delegate admits that the Spanish Am- 
bassador was received in audience 
with the pope who ‘‘expressed the hope 
that Spain will always remain faithful 
to its Catholic traditions’’. He denies 
that the other South American diplo- 
mats were present, and thus gives the 
impression that they could not have 
learned what the mind of the pope was 
on the matter. 


The has 
means besides papal audiences to make 
known its wishes to Catholic countries, 
and sufficient evidence has come to light 
about its wishes with regard to South 
America. It is well known that an iden- 
tity of interests exists between the 
Catholic church and the Spanish Fa- 


Vatican, however, other 


lange, and that this latter, from its head- 
quarters in Madrid, directs opinion in 
all the Americas in favor of the Axis 
and in opposition to United States’ in- 
terests. The Bishop of Madrid is the 
director of the leaders of the Falange 
Youth Front; its propaganda is carried 
to South American countries by Cath- 
olie priests. 


Whether the South American diplo- 
mats at the Vatican were present or 
not at the audience given to the Span- 
ish Ambassador matters little. The fact 
is that what the pope desires for Spain 
he desires also for South American 


countries. 
-—O-- 


THE BROTHERS STRASSER 
iy So STRASSER, a partner of 


Hitler in the formation of the 
Nazi Party, is now in Canada and is 
head of the German ‘‘Black Front’’. 
He is regarded with suspicion, how- 
ever, by true defenders of democracy 
in the United States and England. It 
will be remembered that it was he who 
made it known that the German priest 
Father Staempfie, not Hitler, really 
wrote Mein Kampf. 


Like Hitler, Otto Strasser is a Rom- 
an Catholic, and he has a brother, Ber- 
nard Strasser, who is a Catholic priest 
and now in this country as a ‘‘re- 
fugee’’. The doubts about Otto and his 
‘*Black Front’’ have been further con- 
firmed by the expressed antagonism of 
his priest-brother Bernard toward the 
Free German Movement founded in 
New York; he recently charged that it 
was established ‘‘by Communists and 
Jews’’ and is directed ‘‘against my 
brother Otto’’. 















This charge was made in a letter pub- 
lished in the New York German-lan- 
guage publication ‘‘ Aurora und Christ- 
liche Woche’’, in which the German 
priest also attacked (Catholic) Prince 
Lowenstein for participating in the 
anti-Hitler movement in America. ‘‘It 
is regretful’’, he stated, ‘‘that the Jew- 
ish-maintained Prince Lowenstein is 
supporting the movement as a ‘Catho- 
lie leader’ ’’. 



























































— 





CANONIZATION OF COLUMBUS 


ATICAN authorities are again ser- 

iously considering making Christo- 
pher Columbus a saint. A plea for his 
canonization in 1870 received consider- 
able support from the College of Cardi- 
nals as well as from American, Italian 
and Spanish bishops, and was _ post- 
poned only on account of the outbreak 
of the Franco-Prussian war. 

















According to a telephone report to 
the New York Times on February 15, 
Pope Pius XII has now been persuaded 
to take the matter up again on the peti- 
tion of thousand Americans. 
The only difficulty about making the 
discoverer of America a saint in heav- 
en, to whom Catholics can pray 
gifts and favors, is the doubt east upon 
the legitimacy of his youngest son Fer- 
nando. A passage from Columbus’ will 










several 
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seems td prove that Fernando was born 
out of wedlock since his father’s union 
with his mother, Beatrice Henriquez 
de Aranda, was not blessed by the Cath- 
olie church. 








Enrolling the Italian discoverer of 
America in the Catholic calendar of 
saints would be a very expedient move 
just now. It would please both fascist 
Italy and democratic America. 
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JAP-FRANCO COLLABORATION 
IN MANILA 


pPUSraeR proof of the extent of 

Falange-inspired fifth-column activ- 
ity among the Filipinos was had by a 
United Press report from Madrid on 
February 16. It told that Dias Amado, 
a Spanish film producer, had negotiated 
with the Japanese legation there for the 
sale of a Spanish propaganda movie 
entitled ‘‘Raza’’, which already had 
been sent to Manila ‘‘to persuade the 
Filipinos that Japan admired the Span- 
ish peoples’’. 


Admiration for Franco Spain and 
Salazar’s Portugal was already a part of 
the Jesuit propaganda activities in the 
Philippines long before the Japanese 
arrived. It is not difficult to imagine 
how willingly the Jesuits in the Phil- 
ippines will now endorse this Franco 
propaganda film which could not have 
been shown while the United States was 
in possession of Manila. 


--O-—- 


RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN 
JUGOSLAVIA 


ae persecution is being waged 

against patriarchs and priests of 
the Orthodox church in Jugoslavia. 
Patriarch Melinirovitech has been ban- 
ished from his position as head of the 
National Orthodox church. The Bel- 
grade School of Theology has been 
closed. Croatian monasteries have been 
confiscated. Many Orthodox priests 
have been cruelly murdered or impris- 
oned. Bishop Platon has been put to 
death. 


Croatia, which is largely Roman 
Catholic, is under Italian domination, 
and great pressure is being exerted to 
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force the Orthodox church minority to 
become Roman Catholics. The aim of 
the Nazi-fascist New Order is thus to 
set up a single totalitarian church as 
well as a single totalitarian state power. 


This works in well with the long- 
standing aim of the Vatican to bring 
the Greek Orthodox churches into sub- 
mission to Rome. Bitter jealousy has 
existed between the hierarchies of the 
Roman Catholic and the Greek Ortho- 
dox churches since the llth century 
when the great schism occurred be- 
tween Constantinople and Rome. Vic- 
tory of Hitler’s armies over Russia 
would also open up the way for the 
Vatican’s victory over what remains of 
the Russian Orthodox church there. 


CO eeae 


NEEDLESS ALARM 


IRTHS in the United States dur- 
ing 1941 totalled 2,500,000, ac- 
cording to figures recently released by 
the Census Bureau in Washington. 
Deaths were 1,410,000, making a year- 
ly population increase of 1,090,000 by 
births alone. This twelve-month in- 
erease equals the entire population of 
the State of Oregon. Marriages in 1941 
also reached the unprecedented high of 
1,565,000. It is further noted’ that the 
birth rate was 18.8, which is only slight- 
ly exceeded by the German birth rate 
of 20 in 1940. 


Alarmists who periodically predict 
the quick extinction of America as a 
nation because of declining birth rate 
should be chastened by these figures. 
Typical of the scare tactics they em- 
ploy was the ridiculous statement some 
time ago by the Jesuit Father Robert 
I. Gannon, President of Fordham Uni- 
versity, that ‘‘If the present [birth] 
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rate were to continue, all birth would 
be controlled out of existence by 1961 

. by 1961 we shall be a dying na- 
tion.”’ 


Facts and figures abundantly prove 
that democratic America is by no means 
as decadent and Godless as Father 
Gannon and his like would have us be. 
lieve. 
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Catholic ‘Axis’ 
Seen Forming 


By ALLEN HADEN 

Special Radio to The Post 
Copyright, 1942, New York Post 
and Chicago Daily News, ik 
BUENOS AIRES, Feb. 
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‘ichy-France, Spain and 
Portugal is the objective, of 
Generalissimo 
Franco of 
Spain and Pre- 
mier Antonio de Oliviera Sala- 

:| zar of Portugal, who met for im- | 
portant conversations at Seville 


| yesterday, according to.a well- 
informed diplomatic source 
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Above clipping is from the New York 
Post of February 13, 1942. A pro-fas 
cist Latin-Catholic bloc of nations, to 
include South American countries, has 
long been visioned by the architects of 
the Nazi-fascist New Order. Its aim is 


to counteract the influence of Protes J 


tantism and democracy on Catholics 
everywhere. 
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CATHOLIC ROLE IN 
PAN-AMERICA 


ATHOLICS in Canada and South 

American countries are expected 
to play an important role in Pan-Amer- 
ica. This was clearly expressed by the 
Rev. A. L. M. Danis at a recent com- 
munion breakfast of the C. Y. O. in 
Ottawa. The Ottawa Journal of Janu- 
ary 19, 1942, reports him as follows: 


“United States Roman Catholics as 
well ag Canadian Roman Catholics have 
nearly always allowed others to take the 
intiative in the formation of external 
policies, with the consequence that the 
South American Catholic population has 
had the impression that the United States 
was predominantly a Protestant country. 


“The people of South America know of 
Catholic Canada, particularly of French 
Catholics. Canada is 41 per cent Roman 
Catholic, and by 1970, everything being 
equal, the Roman Catholic population 
will be greater, and may well be in the 
majority. 


“With cooperation between the South 
American countries increasing, French 
and English Roman Catholics in this 
country along with the Catholics of the 
United States and South America will be 
able to establish an order based upon 
ideals and traditions of Christianity. We 
shall find a solution to our ills, see a 
change in society brought about by a 
Christian order for this hemisphere in ac- 
cordance with the doctrines of Leo XIII 
and Pius XI.” 


It must always be borne in mind 
that when Catholic spokesmen talk of 
the ‘‘ideals and traditions of Christian- 
ity’? they mean the organizational 
teachings and practices of the church 
of Rome, not the free acceptance of 
salvation inherent in Evangelical Chris- 
tianity. Like Hitler, they seek to re- 
store what Nazi-Fascism calls a ‘‘ posi- 
tive Christianism, (ein positiven Chris- 
tentums’’, as the Nazi-Socialist Party 
Program has it), an integrated, dicta- 
torial church religion. This was the 


kind of ‘‘Christianity’’ fostered by the 
Holy Roman Empire in pre-Reforma- 
tion times, when civil rights were de- 
pendent upon faithful adherence to the 
one legally established church of Rome. 
Jews and heretics, when not persecuted 
or put to death, were merely tolerated 
as expediency demanded. 


It is claimed that South Americans 
are more than 90% Roman Catholic, 
and with a hoped-for increase in the 
Catholic population of the United 
States and Canada, the ‘‘grand strate 
gists’ of the Catholic church look for- 
ward to a time when the Catholic 
church by force of numbers will be 
supreme in North and South America. 
Pan-American solidarity is now eager- 
ly sought as our greatest defense 
against Axis assault. Although it is ad- 
mitted by Catholic church spokesmen 
that South Americans are mostly Cath- 
olie in name only, they boast that by 
political control in Latin America the 
Catholic church could wreck the hopes 
of Pan-American solidarity if favored 
treatment is not accorded to the Cath- 
olie church both in North and South 
America. 

~Oere 


PRO-NAZI CATHOLIC WEEKLY 
OUTLAWED IN COSTA RICA 


COSTA RICA is close to America’s vital 
Panama Canal. Nazis, Fascists and Fa- 
langists have been active there and have 
had the support of Catholic church groups. 


Evidence of this was had in a special 
cable dispatch to the New York Times of 
March 8, 1942, that the President of Costa 
Rica has been forced to outlaw the “pro- 
Nazi Catholic weekly Epoca”, under powers 
granted to him by Congress. It was stated 
that “his action was based upon the fact 
that he considered the weekly an organ 
of the Nazis, Fascists and Falangists”. Yet 
in the United States many people want to 
cherish the belief that the Catholic church 
would never lend its support to the Axis 
either in Europe or America. 
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THE INS AND OUTS OF THE JESUITS 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


m1 ONE should think it strange 
N that we continue to point to 
the Jesuits as the chief cause 


of the anti-liberal and un- 
Christian policies of the Roman Cath- 
olic church. To be anti-Jesuit does not 
necessarily mean being anti-Catholic. 
The best elements in the Catholic 
church itself have been the bitterest 
enemies of the Jesuits. 


Proof of the subversive influence ex- 
ercised by the Jesuits, in both spiritual 
and civil affairs, throughout the 400 
years of their existence, is plentifully 
evident by the number of times they 
have been disbanded by the Catholic 
church itself, by the Catholic people, 


and by liberal and progressive govern- 
ments in Catholic and non-Catholic 
countries. They have been expelled, at 
one time or another (many times over 
in some countries), from practically 
every country in the world. The one 
great exception has been the United 
States, where they have always flour- 
ished unmolested. They have even been 
opposed by the small minority of Cath- 
olies in England. Cardinal Manning in 
his diary traces the cause of this in- 
tense hostility to the Jesuits to their 
alliance with ‘‘Ultramontanism’” and 
political reaction. 

Following is a partial list of coun- 
tries and dates of Jesuit expulsions from 
1555 to 1931, and it speaks for itself. 
It has been compiled mainly from the 
work of the noted Jesuit historian Rev. 
Thomas J. Campbell, S.J., under the 
title ‘The Jesuits—1534-1921’’, pub- 
lished by The Encyclopaedia Press, N. 
Y., 1921. 


* Political supremacy of the Roman pap- 
acy. 


The Jesuits were expelled from: 


Sargossa 

La Palinterre 
Navarre 
Vienna 
Avignon 


England 

Japan 

Hungary and Transylvania 
Bordeaux 

The whole of France 
Holland 


Amura, Japan 
Bohemia 

Moravia 

Kingdom of Naples 
Netherlands 

China and India 


Paraguay 

Portugal 

1761 
1764 
1767 
1767 
1768 


Spain, Sicily, Naples 


All Christendom, by bull of 


Pope Clement XIV July 21, 1773 


in 1776 


The 19th century was admittedly the 
most disastrous of all for the Jesuits. 
They were restored by Pope Pius VII 
in 1814, but were expelled from: 


1816 
1816 
1816 
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1818 
1819 
1820 
1820 
1826 
1828 
1829 
1831 

_ 1884 
1835 
1838 
1841 


Belgium 
Brest (by the people) 


Belgian schools 

France, 8 colleges 

Great Britain and Ireland 
France 

Portugal 

Spain 

Rheims (by the people) 
Argentine 

Lucerne 


Switzerland 

Papal States, Genoa, Austria, Gali- 
cia, Switzerland, Bavaria, Sar- 
dinia, Sicily and Paraguay 

UN, 0. Re . cacncisssivtaionstnentinncioontats 

Spain 

Turin and Venice 

Ecuador 


Guatemala 
Switzerland 
Germany 
Brazil 
France, all colleges 
Portugal 
France 
Forbidden by Catholic bishops in 

Capetown, South Africa, till 
From the Spanish Republic 

Examination of the above dates will 
show that the Jesuits were expelled al- 
ways when liberal principles of gov- 
ernment and true Christan aspira- 
tions in the people of the Catholic 
church attained the ascendency. They 
sueceeded in creeping back as allies of 
political and ecclesiastical reactionary 
elements as soon as the tide set against 
these aspirations of the people and their 
efforts toward true Christian reform. 
Popes, bishops and priests have sided 
with the people in determined opposi- 
tion to the policies and teachings of the 
Jesuit Order. For they recognized that 
* the Jesuits have always been an organ- 
ism within the great body of the Cath- 
olie church that continually shows it- 
self to be destructive of Christian broth- 
erhood and religious tolerance. One 


brave pope, Clement XIV, succeeded in 
having the Jesuits totally abolished 
from all Christendom in 1773. Yet, 
despite this, they contrived to have 
their order restored by Pope Pius VII 
in 1814. 


The first expulsion in the above list, 
for instance, was effected by the Arch- 
bishop of Saragossa who supported the 
distinguished Dominican theologian, 
Melchior Cano, in his open denuncia- 
tions of the Jesuits from pulpit, plat- 
form and press. This great preacher 
accused the Jesuits not only of ‘‘con- 
stituting a danger to the Catholic 
church,’’ but of actually being ‘‘the 
precursors of Antichrist.’’ (See Camp- 
bell, Vol. 1, p. 52.) In an effort to ap- 
pease him, the Jesuits used their in- 
fluence to have him appointed Bishop 
of the Canary Islands. But he later re- 
gretted having accepted this dignity 
and resigned his bishopric in order to 
be free to return to the attack against 
the Jesuits. Prophetically he declared : 

“God grant that I may not be a Cas- 
sandra, who was believed only after the 
sack of Troy. If the Jesuits continue as 
they have begun, there may come a time, 
which I hope God will avert, when the 


kings of Europe would wish to resist 
them but will be unable to do so.” 


The Jesuit party controls the Cath- 
olie church as the Nazi party controls 
Hitler’s Third Reich. The Jesuits see 
to it that popes are elected who are 
amenable to their dictatorship, or that 
they will become so after they ascend 
the papal chair. Pope Pius IX, for in-. 
stance, was a liberal and hostile to the 
Jesuits before his election; but he 
turned out like Leo XII, who was so 
anti-Jesuit before he became pope that 
his election, says Campbell, ‘‘threw con- 
sternation among the members of the 
Order,’’ but ‘‘when he became pope he 
understood better the facts of the case 
and became one of the warmest friends 
the Society ever had’’. 
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How much the Jesuits intrigued for 
the collapse of the French Republic in 
World War I can be understood from 
the fact that France had expelled them 
from the entire country in 1912, just 
two years before the war began. They 
are now safely back again under the 
protection of the Men of Vichy. 


Germany took the Jesuits back in 
1910, but against the wishes of the Ger- 
man Catholie bishops. Having control 
of the Collegio Germanico in Rome, 
however, they have since seen to it that 
those bishops were succeeded by a new 
generation of bishops obedient to Jesuit 
control—and with whom Hitler would 
have little fault to find. Hitler has not 
banished the Jesuits from his Third 
Reich, and Goebbels is a product of 
Jesuit training. 


In Italy it was the Jesuit Father 
Tacchi-Venturi who engineered the 
pact between Mussolini and Pope Pius 
XI, which was signed at the Lateran 
in 1929—the starting date of Fascism’s 
series of aggressions against democracy. 


Like Nazism and Fascism, the Jesuit 
Order also has its ‘‘ Aryan Paragraph’”’ 
—Jews, up to the fourth generation, are 
barred from membership. This first 
appeared in the statutes of the Order 
in 1593, was confirmed in 1608 and is 
to be found in the latest official edition 
published in Florence in 1893. General 
councils of the Order have many times 
proclaimed that Jewish descent is to 
be considered as ‘‘an impuriy, scan- 
dal, honor and infamy’’.? 


It is thus not surprising that Jesuit 
leadership today strives to draw the 
Catholic church away from union with 
a universal democratic brotherhood of 
nations, and into alignment with the 
hierarchical New Order of Nazi-Fas- 


*Cf. Institutum 8S. J., pp. 278, 302; also 


Jesuit Lexicon, p. 939, and E. Boyd Barrett, 
The Jesuit Enigma, p. 42. 


cism. Today the control of the Catholie 
church by the Jesuits is more complete 
than ever before. This explains why 
the Catholic church, from which great 
movements toward liberty and freedom 
in the past have come, has contributed 
so little to progress in modern times. 

Reprinted (and revised by the same auth. 
or) from “Protestant Digest.” 


coho 


WHAT THE VATICAN 
THINKS OF US 


MERICAN newspaper men who 

have been correspondents in Rome 
know of the unethical manner in which 
the Vatican distributes its news. It was 
axiomatic among them that their ex- 
pense account in Rome had to be double 
that in other cities of Europe. Monsig- 
nor Pucci was and still is head of the 
Vatican press, and it was necessary to 
subseribe to his service or else allow 
themselves to be scooped on Vatican 
news. Even then one was never sure 
which was the correct version of the 
news among the many given out; what 
was asserted one day was denied the 
next. Westbrook Pegler, a Catholic him- 
self and often a victim of the Vatican 
news system, once wrote a caustic col- 
umn about it. 


Now this Monsignor Pucci has to de- 
pend on the 500-odd Catholic newspap- 
ers in the United States which subscribe 
to his service via Lisbon, Portugal. But 
he has been busy also transmitting anti- 
American speeches to South American 
countries. He apparently has sold his 
service to the Nazi Transocean News 
Service, for (according to Time maga- 
zine of Jan. 26) this latter publicized in 
Latin American countries a speech on 
the United States by Monsignor Pucci, 
in which he made the following charges: 

1. The United States is atheistic: 


‘*More than 50% of the U. S. popula 
tion constitutes an atheistic mass.’’ 
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2. The U. 8. leads in the practice of 
birth control: ‘‘The plague of birth 
control has invaded all nations, but 
indisputably the United States has 
led the world.’’ 


3. Protestants have no families: ‘‘In 
the United States the family, outside 
the Catholic church, is family in 
name only.”’ 


4. The United States has closed its 
doors to Europe: ‘‘This country. . . 
during the 19th century was able to 
develop its energies and its riches 
thanks to the unending stream of 
men from Europe. . . but now has 
closed its doors in their faces, treat- 
ing them as tiresome and undesirable 
beggars.”’ 


This is all part of the campaign of 
Catholic Hispanidad to turn Latin 
American countries away from collab- 
oration with the United States, Britain 
and Russia and force them into the or- 
bit of the Axis. 

~—Oo- 


SIMPLE STORY 
OF CONVERSION 


EV. PEDRO G. CARRANZA, 

former Roman Catholic and now a 
Baptist minister in Gallup, New Mex- 
ico, writes the story of his conversion as 
follows : 


‘*T was born in the State of San 
Luis, Potosi, Mexico, in 1906, and 
came to the United States when I 
was thirteen years old. Until I was 
18, I was a faithful and devout Ro- 
man Catholic. But about that time my 
mother died and I became discon- 
tented with the Catholic religion and 
for some years thereafter remained 
a Catholic in name only. 


‘‘Then a Presbyterian lady in Al- 
vin, Texas, gave me a gift of the four 
Gospels, one at a time, telling me 
that they were sent by a Christian 
friend. For three years I read these 
Gospels over and over again, until I 
knew them almost from memory. 


During these years I continued to at- 
tend the Catholic church and tried to 
harmonize its practices and teachings 
with the Gospels. But the more I 
studied and compared them, the more 
I became convinced that I and all 
other Catholics were wrong. 


**T sold everything I had and went 
to Houston, Texas, praying that God 
would lead me to the true church so 
that I might be saved. I spent six 
hundred dollars, all the money I had, 
going from church to church seeking 
a message that would fit fully into 
the Gospel teachings. But I found 
none that seemed to meet my needs. 
One evening after leaving a church 
service, I walked till after midnight, 
and after I had gone about seven 
miles I fell on my knees under the 
stars and promised God that if he 
would lead me to the true church, I 
would join it and devote the rest of 
my life to preaching the Gospel. 


‘‘Three days later a Catholic boy 
introduced me to his uncle who was 
chairman of the Deacons of the First 
Mexican Baptist Church in Houston. 
He did not take long to convince me 
by means of the Bible and the book 
‘‘What Baptists Believe’? that I 
would find what I sought in the Bap- 
tist church. He invited me to his 
church that night, and a few days 
later I joined the church and was 
baptized. 


‘*There was such peace in my heart 
that I could have shouted for joy. At 
last my soul had found rest and my 
quest for God and salvation was 
ended. The following Wednesday 
night I preached my first sermon to 
a group of my friends, all of whom 
were baseball players. Eight of them 
were converted that night and went 
with me to the church where they 
were baptized by the pastor, Brother 
Godines. I write this in order to 
prove that all who earnestly seek the 
Lord shall find him, and shall find 
rest to their souls. 


Rev. Pedro G. Carranza’’. 
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THE STATUS OF CATHOLICISM IN 
NAZI GERMANY 


By James J. MurPHY 


IGHTCAP BROADCASTS 
| \ over WOR recently filled the 
air with stories of Hitler’s war 


of extinction on Catholicism 
in Germany. They highlighted a sen- 
sational article by Ernest R. Pope in 
the February 23 issue of the picture 
magazine Look. The article was en- 
titled ‘‘Hitler’s New Scapegoat—The 
Catholics’’. It undertook to prove and 
explain an opening paragraph of wild 
proportions: ‘‘The Fuehrer hopes that 
by the time the Wahrmacht (German 
Army! renews the aggressive in the 
Spring, he will have blasted the last 
vestige of Christianty from Europe 
under the Swastika.’’ Three reasons 
were given for Hitler’s new determina- 
tion to wipe out Catholicism within a 
month: Catholicism is the only large 
non-Nazi force inside Germany basical- 
ly at odds with Nazi principles; Hitler 
needs what loot he can steal from the 
Catholic chureh; Hitler needs the 
church buildings as the framework of a 
religion designed for his deification by 
Nazi pulpiteers. 

Particularly silly is the second of 
these reasons, for the saleable wealth of 
Catholic monasteries and church build- 
ings would not support the Nazi war 
machine for more than a few days. 
Much sillier is the first of these reasons, 
not only because Catholicism and 
Nazism are one in their glorification of 
authority but even more so because it 
ignores the existence of German Prot- 
estantism. 

Ernest R. Pope, writer of the Look 
article, is the newspaper author of a 
recently published book entitled Mun- 
ich Playground. This poorly docu- 





mented ‘‘best seller’’ aims at popular- 
ity and profit-making by detailing the 
sex orgies of Hitlerism in contrast to 
the ‘‘spirituality’’ of the Catholie 
ehurch.* 


Pope’s article in Look is given to 
broad generalities. It betrays ignorance 
of the nature and organization of Ca- 
tholicism. What is more, in talking 
down to the readers of Look he makes 
statements that are at variance with 
facts given in his book. It will be to the 
point to consider some of these facts: 


If the Catholic church were really be- 
ing persecuted in Germany, it would 
have nothing to lose and much to gain 
by denouncing the Concordat with Hit- 
ler. Mr. Pope quotes Cardinal Faul- 
haber, at a time when the ‘“‘persecu- 
tion’’ was at its height, as most anxious 
to safeguard not only the Concordat 
but also Nazi reconstruction and the 
growing confidence in Hitler’s Ger- 
many: 


‘‘He [Cardinal Faulhaber] carefully 
pointed out Herr Hitler’s friendly 
telegram to the Pope of last week as 
holding out hope of reconciliation be- 
tween ‘the Fatherland and Mother 
Church’. But he emphasized the 
great loss to both State and Church 
if the Concordat should be renounced. 
‘The greatest part of three years’ 
work of reconstruction will crash in 
ruins’, he stated, ‘if the Concordat is 





*Mr. Pope, in setting up the Catholic 
church as a foil to Nazism, may be subcon- 
ciously repaying a debt for his newspaper 
scoop on the occasion of the death of Gen- 
eral Ludendorff. A head nun in a Catholic 
hospital, in return for a five-dollar bribe, 
phoned him at 4 a.m. to give him exclusive 
information on the imminent death of the 
General. (Munich Playground, p. 121). 
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torn up by the State alone. It would 
be a severe shock to foreign nations 
now attempting to find confidence in 


the new Germany’.’” 


The designs and activities of polit- 
ical Catholicism in Germany are open- 
ly alluded to: 


‘‘That morning [a mere weekday] in 
the greatest display of Bavarian ex- 
royalty and aristocracy since 1933, 
7,000 Roman Catholies, including all 
the members of the House of Wittels- 
bach and the ex-Crown Prince Rup- 
precht, went to the Cathedral of Our 
Lady [in Munich] to attend High 
Mass. . . Hitler’s fears of a Catholic- 
Monarchist uprising in Bavaria also 
explain why his favorite Gauliter, 

Adolf Wagner, is the Reich’s fore- 

most Catholic baiter. Not from his 

inner conviction: merely to prevent 

Hitler’s playground from becoming 

the cradle of a Fourth Reich’’ (i.e., a 

counter-revolution) .* 

In the above-quoted words Mr. Pope 
backs one of the basic contentions of 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, namely, that 
Hitler’s quarrel was not with Catholi- 
cism as such or its doctrines and 
principles but with the ‘‘political Ca- 
tholicism’’ of liberal and monarchist 
groups. He tells us that, far from being 
out of sympathy with Catholicism, Hit- 
ler promised ‘‘that he would remain 
true .. . to the Catholic church . . . The 
same promises were made by the Fuehr- 
er’s closest associate, Ernest Roehm. 
Despite his much-publicized failings 
[of homosexuality], which Hitler con- 
cealed until he was ready to liquidate 
his Storm Troop Leader, Roehm was 
a loyal Catholic to the very end. His 
loyalty brought about his death. For, 
by keeping his faith, Roehm kept the 
support of Catholic Bavaria. Knowing 
the [political] power of South-German 
Catholicism, Hitler was determined to 
break it as a possible separatist move- 


* Munich Playground, p. 75. 
* Ibid. pp. 77-78. 


ment by killing Ernest Roehm. The 
persecution of the Catholics can be 
dated back to June 30, 1934.’”* In other 
words, Hitler was working with the 
Catholic church as such and still is. 
The ‘‘ persecution’’ leading to the arrest 
of monarchist priests was aimed only at 
political Catholicism and dates from its 
abortive attempt to use the church as 
a cloak for a monarchist revolution. 


So much for the self-refutation of 
Ernest R. Pope. His well-planned win- 
dow-dressing in sensational Look is ob- 
viously for commercial purposes. What 
recordings of fact he made in Munich 
Playground emphasized by contrast 
these deliberate distortions. *If it were 
not for the immense circulation of this 
picture magazine and its influence on 
uncritical minds, the whole misrepre- 
sentation could have been ignored. In 
itself it is too transparent to need refu- 
tation. But there are many who do not 
realize how little Mr. Pope’s back- 
ground and knowledge qualify him to 
discuss the shrewd politics of the age- 


wise Catholic church. 


To what extent has Nazism molested 
the Catholic church? To reach the true 
answer one must keep in mind both 
the basie principles of the Jesuit poli- 
ticians and the vast complexity of the 
church. THE ConverRTED CaTHOLIC has 
showed at length in earlier issues how 
the Jesuits, foreseeing the collapse of 
the Catholic church in a coming world 
democracy, planned and worked for a 
return to authoritarianism. Hitler’s 
rise was an answer to their prayers and 
efforts. They were as much opposed to 
liberal Catholicism with its socialistic 
and modernistic trends as was Hitler 
the Reactionary. They were wholly 
in favor of a purge that would elimin- 
ate from the church all advocates of 
liberal democracy or decadent monarch- 
ism. Though they foresaw the excesses 


* Ibid. p. 77. 
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of fanatical nationalism in its purge 
of the church, they were willing to join 
with it as the lesser of two evils, know- 
ing that it would be basic and lasting 
in its remedies and only superficial and 
temporary in its extravagances. ‘‘Rome 
thinks in terms of centuries’’ is their 
motto. 


In opposition to the entire German 
hierarchy, the Jesuits persuaded the 
Vatican to disband the Center Party, 
the hub of Liberal Catholic organiza- 
tion, and enter into close partnership 
with Hitler by the signing of a Con- 
cordat whose details are kept secret. 
As might be expected, there were -oc- 
casional clashes between the rival part- 
ners of the Wilhelmstrasse and the 
Vatican, partly feigned and partly real. 
But the Concordat and its secret under- 
standings still dominate the scene. 
Neither party has seriously thought 
of denouncing it. The Vatican has 
never once personally accused the 
Fuehrer of the ‘‘persecution’’, much 
less hinted at excommunicating him 
from the Catholic fold, as it would un- 
doubtedly have done if the persecution 
were real. Maurras of the Action Fran- 
caise and others in recent years have 
been excommunicated under the direct 
censures (excommunicatio vitanda) for 
infinitely more trivial offenses. 


The second element to consider in 
appraising the persecution of the Cath- 
olic church in Germany is the vast 
eomplexity of the church. The Roman 
Catholic church is perhaps the most 
complex organization in the world and 
one that allows in non-dogmatic matters 
a diversity of private opinion that 
might well astound the outside world. 
It was therefore to be expected that the 
revolutionary purge of the church 
would arouse the most diverse reactions 
among individuals and minor groups, 
the more so since some of the German 
hierarchy had up till then condemned 


Hitlerism. The secret pact between 
Hitler and the Jesuits has of course 
never been revealed to the mass of 
Catholics. For this reason the full pur- 
pose and import of the Vatican sell-out 
was never realized—and when its re- 
sults became evident they were thought 
of as mistakes and indiscretions. 


In the light of these facts it is by no 
means surprising that out of religious 
zeal many Catholic priests and laymen 
voiced opposition to Nazi restrictions 
on the organizational life and practices 
of Catholies, even though they were no 
more severe than those agreed upon in 
the pope’s pact with Mussolini in 1929. 
Many priests and laymen resented 
Nazism because of their political align- 
ment with the Center Party or the 
monarchist movement. So, too, for many 
other reasons, often purely personal, 
acceptance of Nazi dictation was at 
first far from unanimous in Catholie 
circles but, as the Jesuits foresaw, op- 
position proved futile and quickly died 
away, especially after the ‘‘blood bath” 
of June 1934 that liquidated Schleicher, 
head of Catholic liberals, Klausner and 
other recalcitrant liberal Catholics. 


As an instance of conflicting views 
within the church itself, with the hier- 
archy pro-Nazi and the lower clergy 
anti-Nazi, let an excerpt be taken from 
Ernest Pope himself: 


‘As Third Reich judges were pass- 
ing their fatal sentence [of ‘‘protee- 
tive custody’’] on Father Mayr [a 
popular preacher at St. Michael’s 
ehurch in Munich], Gauleiter Wag- 
ner was stumping with bowed head in 
the procession behind [the Right 
Reverend Albanus] Schachleiter’s 
body to a State Funeral for the 
Nazi abbot—by special decree of 
Reich Chancellor Adolf Hitler.’ 


‘Munich Playground, p. 79. In the 194 
Winter Edition of the American Scholaf, 
Dr. George Schuster, Catholic apologist, 
writing on Conflicts Among Catholics tells 
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Not only is the Catholic church a 
complex organism but so too is the Nazi 
Party with its endless ramifications 
through the communities of Germany’s 
70,000,000 people. It can hardly be 
considered high policy or the will of 
Hitler if some of his minor satellites in 
local districts overshot the mark in 
their restrictions on political Catholi- 
cism. When such excesses reach the at- 
tention of Hitler, he personally inter- 
venes in defense of the church. The 
latest instance on record is given in the 
Catholic Register of February 1, 1942. 
It tells how Hitler at the request of the 
Bishop of Muenster took measures to 
eurb the inordinate zeal of Gestapo 
agents in that locality. Misguided or 
pro-Catholic journalists have seized 
upon isolated instances of molestation 
to magnify them overnight into a ‘‘na- 
tion-wide persecution’’. Some Amer- 
iean newspapers through Catholic pol- 
itieal pressure featured these isolated 
eases in a false perspective. Even an 
independent newspaper like PM, free 
from the fear of an advertising boycott, 
played up time and again the ‘‘ persecu- 
tion’’ of the Catholic church in Ger- 
many, contrary to its better knowledge. 
Its motive was to do everything pos- 
sible to turn American Catholics from 
the anti-British stand of their leaders, 
even at the sacrifice of facts. 


Even by inadvertent Catholic admis- 
sion the ‘‘persecution’’ is shown to be 
a mere ripple on the waters. The Cath- 














































































[af olic Universe of London in its issue of 
el’s— January 1942 gives 340 as the top num- 
= ber of priests in Germany and Austria 

in 


under ‘‘ protective custody’’. Out‘of the 
many thousands of priests, this is a 
mere fraction. Unfortunately there are 
no data from unbiased sources with 












of the astonishment of anti-Nazi Catholics 
in Germany on finding that in the midst 








190% of the “persecution” their leading prelates 
ola, §=were in close intimacy with head Nazi offi- 
gist § cials and were often seen riding with them 
tell in their official cars. 
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which to check this figure. But even 
taking it at face value, it gives no in- 
formation on Germany alone but de- 
liberately lumps Germany with Aus- 
tria, a hotbed of Catholic liberalism and 
independence, where undoubtedly the 
majority of the 340 would be found. 
Personal indiscretions and political 
alignments of these priests, apart en- 
tirely from religion, would easily ac- 
count for the number given. Obviously 
these men were not arrested for their 
religious beliefs, otherwise the Catholic ~ 
clergy as a whole would have been sim- 
ilarly repressed. On the contrary, they 
are not only functioning in their 
churches as usual but are supported by 
a regular salary from the Nazi Govern- 
ment. 
Qe 


FALANGE-CATHOLIC 
IDENTITY 


E IDENTITY of the Spanish 
Falange with Catholicism was open- 
ly proclaimed recently by the Bishop 
of Madrid, the Rev. Leopoldo Eijo y 
Garay, according to a dispatch of Feb- 
ruary 15 from Madrid distributed to 
the Catholic press all over the world by 
the National Catholic Welfare Confer- 
ence News Service. 

The Bishop of Madrid is the director 
of the Frente de Juventudes (Youth 
Front of the Falange) and he spoke at 
the conclusion of a course of instruction 
for the leaders of the Frente. Earlier 
in the day the bishop had pontificated 
at a mass at which most of the Falange 
leaders received holy communion. 

Holding up as example to these lead- 
ers the founder of the Falange, José 
Antonio Primo de Rivera, the bishop 
declared : 


“Falange would not have raised you to 
the dignity of instructors of Spanish youth 
unless you were found to be good Catho- 
lics; and you would not be good Catho- 
lics if you ignored the saving social doc- 
trines of the Church”. 
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“‘Our Movement’, José Antonio said, 
‘is not merely a manner of thought; we 
must assume throughout life, and in 
every one of our acts, a human, profound 
and complete attitude. This attitude is 
the spirit of service and sacrifice, the as- 
cetic and militant meaning of life.’” 


“Social justice is the most important 
of the teachings in your charge. You 
must sow the doctrine of Christian re- 
form for society in the economic order.” 
Again quoting the founder of Fa- 

lange, the bishop declared: 


“*We regard the individual as a funda- 
mental unit, because this is the thought 
of Spain where man has always been con- 
sidered as the bearer of eternal values’. 
Man must be free, but liberty exists only 
within a determined order. In building a 


COUGHLIN STILL RAGES 


YPICAL of the confusion created 

by Jesuit activities in this country 
was the presence of the Jesuit Robert 
I. Gannon, President of Fordham Uni- 
versity, on a Lincoln Day platform in 
New York City with Thomas E. Dewey, 
former District Attorney, Fulton Ours- 
ler, editor of Liberty magazine, and 
others. 


The incongruity of the affair is re- 
vealed by the fact that while Father 
Gannon piously called for ‘‘leaders 
who in a new, clear vision born of suf- 
fering will abandon the false gods of 
the last fifty years’’ (i.e. liberal Amer- 
ican principles), Mr. Dewey openly 
named Father Coughlin’s magazine 
Social Justice the foremost of the pro- 
fascist journals creating disunity and 
undermining our cooperation with Rus- 
sia. The irony of it is that Father Gan- 
non is wholly in agreement with Cough- 
lin on this. 


Coughlin’s Social Justice magazine 
still continues to undermine American 
morale, and is more than ever anti- 
British, pro-Fascist and anti-Semitic. 
Its editions since Pearl Harbor have ac- 
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New Order we, as occidentals, as Span- 
iards and-as Christians, must begin with 
the man, with the individual.” 


Here are set forth and identified with 
Catholicism the basic elements of the 
fascist way of life, similar to the teach- 
ings of Father Coughlin’s Social Jus- 
tice and ‘‘Christian Front’’, and as ex- 
pounded by Catholic spokesmen such as 
Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen and the Jesuits. 

How dangerous and widespread are 
the activities of Falange agents in 
South America and the Orient has been 
clearly emphasized in the reports of 
the New York Times’ correspondent 
Harold Callender dated January ll 
and 12, 1942. 


Rev. Charles E. Coughlin—Still Pro-Fascist, 
Anti-British, Anti-Semitic. 


lies, the United States of ‘‘invading”’ 
Ireland and having its AEF ‘‘take the 
place of the ‘Black and Tans’ ’’, and 
the Jews of promoting the war. An edi- 
torial in its February 9 issue, after com- 
menting on the sinking of the Prince of 
Wales and the Repulse, triumphantly 
concludes : 

“At last the British sun began to set, and 


upon the land of the exploited yellow 
man here began to rise the dawn of free 


eused England of letting down the Al-4 dom. Today 300 million Orientals—be 
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lieve it or not—are beginning to chant 
Britain’s requiem in the words of ‘Asia 
for the Asiatics’.” 


The same issue predicts that the end 
of England is not inconceivable by mid- 
summer and that Spain, Turkey and 
France will join the Axis ‘‘in a final 
drive to oust British imperialism and 
American capitalism from Europe’’. 

Its January 12 issue repeats the 
theme of Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen—that 
Hitlerism is a divinely inspired protest 
against the destructive liberal way of 
life in the United States and Britain. 
With Goebbels it proclaims that Nazism 
is the great bulwark against Commun- 
ism, and quotes a Hungarian priest 
as follows: 

“When Hitler attacked Russia, the peo- 

ple of Hungary, who are 85 per cent 

Catholic, gave thanks to God that some- 


one was going to break the neck of Com- 
munism.” 


Social Justice is even opposed to 
changing the clocks to war time, which 
it calls ‘FDR time’’, and sees this as 
further proof that America ‘‘has mon- 
keyed with everything from gold to 
God’’. 

The same edition stated that the battle 
of Singapore was to a great extent ‘‘a 
battle for Kuhn, Loeb and Company 
and J. P. Morgan Company, because 
those firms are more interested in the 
rubber plantations of Malaya than are 
99 percent of Americans’’. 


Of the Jews, the issue of February 
9 says: 

“If the Jews want an army of their own, 
why do they not want a post office of their 
own, a state deparment of their own, a 
navy of their own, a supreme court of 
their own? In fine, why do not the Jews 
want a government of their own inside 
a government if they want an army of 
their own?” 


y In exposing Father Coughlin, a 

priest in good standing and acting with 
the knowledge and approval of the 
Catholic church, writers in the secular 
press make a grave mistake that defeats 
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their own purpose. With the good in- 
tent of weaning Catholics away from 
Coughlin and his Nazi-fascism to the 
sincere defense of democratic ideals, 
they point out that Coughlin makes no 
mention of the alleged Nazi plan to 
destroy the Catholic church. What 
these writers and editors overlook is 
that Coughlin, whom they rightly style 
the American mouthpiece of Goebbels 
and Farinacci (also Catholics), knows 
better than they the real attitude of 
Hitler toward the Catholic church. For 
this reason, any stressing of Coughlin’s 
failure to mention the persecution of 
the Catholic church only makes his fol- 
lowers and radical Catholics in general 
all the more sure that there is no real 
persecution of the church. These Cath- 
olies regard Coughlin as an unques- 
tionable champion of the welfare of 
the church—which he really is, in the 
uncompromising, Jesuit sense of the 
word. And undoubtedly he does know 
the real attitude of the Vatican toward 
Nazi-Fasecism and vice versa. 


It is regrettable that these editors 
defeat their purpose, which is laudable; 
but it is even more regrettable that to 
attain this end they falsify facets, for 
many of them know that the Catholic 
church in Germany is not being perse- 
cuted. They realize as well as we do that 
what is built up as a persecution is only 
a repression of the Catholic liberals at 
the hands of a Nazi-Jesuit partnership. 


A few liberal Catholic spokesmen, 
such as Monsignor John A. Ryan, have 
openly condemned Father Coughlin, 
but his bishop in Detroit and the pope 
in Rome keep silent about him. Yet 
these, as we are told by Monsignor John 
A. Ryan and other liberal Catholics, 
are the only two who can take action 
against him. 

~oe 


God’s salvation begins where human 
effort ends. 
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On the Lookout 


By James J. Murpuy 


CATHOLIC ACTIONIST AT WORK 


CATHOLIC ACTION leader of prominence 
is Paul Rao, president of the influential 
Holy Name societies of the Bronx, New 
York City. 


Dorothy Thompson in her syndicated col- 
umn of February 27, 1942, lists Rao among 
the leading pro-Fascists of the country: 


“The [Nazi-fascist] collaborators within 
are organized. They are organized in a 
mass espionage and propaganda system. 
It is the element of mass that distin- 
guishes the modern fifth column. . . The 
problem is the destruction of the whole 
[propaganda] organization. Every mem- 
ber is open to suspicion. Their leaders 
from the lowest to the highest instance 
should be locked up for the defense of 
the land. . . [But] what do we actually 
find? ... Paul Rao, a dubious lawyer de- 
nounced by many bar associations, is As- 
sistant Attorney General in New York in 
charge of customs. Rao was the lawyer 
for Fritz Kuhn; for the outright Nazi 
publication, Deutsche Weckruf und Beo- 
bachter; for the German-American Front, 
the Deutsche Konsum Verein; and for 
Willie Luedtke, accused of kidnapping 
some secretaries of the Bund; and Walter 
Leiste, who assaulted an American Le- 
gionnaire for making a patriotic protest 
at a Bund meeting. 


“Rao also headed a committee that sent 
a medal and a check to Mussolini on the 
tenth anniversary of the Fascist revolu- 
tion. And he married the daughter of 
Generoso Pope, Italian language publish- 
er, who until the outbreak of war was 
making Fascist propaganda continually.” 
(N. Y. Post, February 27, 1942.) 


ROMANISM AND RUM 


JESUITS as well as the Christian Brothers 
have now gone into the liquor business in 
California. In Europe many monasteries are 
supported by their breweries. Such are the 
German monasteries of Andechs, Ettal and 
Metten. Despite priorities and war ration- 
ing their sustenance is tenderly cared for 
by Nazi officials, even though Hitler is a 


teetotaler and opposed to beer-drinking, 
Ernest R. Pope in Munich Playground, 
page 78, confirms this fact: 


“The best bavarian liqueur is brewed 
by the monks of Kloster Ettal near Gar- 
misch [Oberammergau]; the best dark 
beer by the monks at Andechs Monastery, 
thirty miles from Munich. Hard-drinking 
Boss [Gauleiter] Wagner placed these 
and other monastery breweries under hig 
personal protection. He sees to it that 
they obtain all of the necessary hops and 
other ingredients despite war-time ration- 
ing.” 

If this is persecution, the monks no doubt 
are praying for more of it! 


ORCHIDS FROM FRANCO 


“IN FACT”, publication of George Seldes, 
lists among others the following Catholics, 
prominent in politics both lay and eccle 
siastical, as recipients of honors and decora- 
tions from Mussolini and Franco: Com- 
manders, Crown of Italy: Ex-Mayor O’Brien, 
Tammany politician; Mayor Edward J. 
Kelly, boss of Chicago democrats; Jesuit 
Father Robert O. Kelley, president of Lay- 
ola University. 


“Celebrating the first year of his reign 
as Fascist dictator of Spain, following a 
civil war in which he pinned the medal 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on the uni 
forms of his Moors and led them to the 
massacres of thousands of civilians, about 
90% Roman Catholics, Francisco Franco 
awarded the Great Cross of Isabella, the 
highest civilian decoration to the follow- 
ing: Cardinal Dougherty of Philadelphia 
. .. Archbishop Curley of Baltimore. .. 
Bishop Molloy of Brooklyn whose dice 
cesan weekly, the Tablet, vies with 
Coughlin’s Social Justice in publishing 
racial hate propaganda and which sup 
ported the ‘Christian’ Front hoodlums, .” 
(In Fact, February 9, 1942.) 


To date none of these decorations has 


been returned. 
* 7 + 


THE POPE, POTENTATE OF POLITICS 


WORLD WAR II, as seen by Catholic Ate 
tion, is a struggle of Catholic Europe against 
“pagan” England and America for world 
supremacy. Oftener than not, diplomats 


and prelates of the Catholic church confine ¥ 


their public utterances to double-talk that 
the faithful know how to interpret. Straight 
from-the-shoulder political talk is given & 
the Catholic masses by laymen with church 
approval. Such is the country-wide Socid 
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Justice movement, run by laymen under 
clerical direction. One of its mouthpieces is 
The Malist of Meriden, Connecticut, which 
advertises itself as “published by Catholic 
laymen devoted to St. Jude”. In its Febru- 
ary issue, Series III, Vol. IX, it hag this 
to say: 


“England must compel her masonic af- 
filiation to stop its deception and con- 
spiracy against the Christian [Catholic] 
church. England must learn to respect 
the significance of the Holy Father and 
England must be made to realize that 
before the wishes of the Premier of Eng- 
land comes the will of His Holiness, the 
Pope of Rome.” 
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WHEN FRIENDS OF THE AXIS MEET 


THE JAPANBSE continue to intern Prot- 
estant missionaries. A single Times dis- 
patch of February 3 tells of the internment 
of the Right Reverend Bishop Gilman and 
seven other Episcopal missionaries in Han- 
kow and Wuchang, China, by the Japanese. 


Further confirmation has come of the 
accounts of the cooperaton of the Japanese 
with the Catholic church in the Orient. 
When the Japanese were about to take over 
the Solomon Islands, Roman Catholic Bish- 
op Wade refused to leave with the other 
whites. He said he would go to the Japan- 
ese on their arrival and ask their permis- 
sion for the Catholic missionaries to go on 
with their work. Obviously he would not 
have sacrificed the opportunity to flee to 
British territory unless he were assured 
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dio } of Japanese cooperation. He ordered all the 
= Catholic nuns into the interior, as the 
sup whites were leaving the islands. (N. Y. 
3.” Times, February 20, 1941.) ) 






* * * 





NOBLESSE OBLIGE 


GANGLAND FUNERALS de luxe were held 
at the Roman Catholic church of Our Lady 
of Loretto in Brooklyn, New York, for 
Frank (the Dasher) Abbandado and Har- 
ty (Happy) Maione, executed criminals of 
he Murder Inc. gang. At the latter’s fu- 
y neral a detail of thirty detectives and fifteen 
patrolmen were on hand to keep order. 
The cortége included thirty limousines fol- 
lowing an ornate hearse. A solemn mass of 
requiem was sung, and burial was in the 
consecrated ground of St. John’s Cemetery. 
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THOSE who talk about England being re- 
sponsible for the partition of Ireland seem 
to forget that a few years ago the people 
of Ulster voted a referendum against union 
with the Free State. 


CATHOLIC SPAIN INVADES AMERICA 


SPAIN continues its efforts to dominate 
South American politics in the interest of 
Catholic Hispanidad and the Axis. Speak- 
ing of the mid-February meeting between 
the Catholic dictators of Spain and Portu- 
gal, Franco and Salazar, the N. Y. Times 
of February 14 says: “There is every rea- 
son to believe, on the other hand, that 
among the points discussed was the situa- 
tion created by the anti-Axis resolutions 
adopted by the Inter-American Conference 
at Rio de Janeiro. Madrid and Lisbon are 
reported as planning to adopt identical poli- 
cies toward Latin America.” It can be as- 
sumed that these policies will not be for the 
good of the American democracies. 


According to the Associated Press a lead- 
ing Madrid newspaper, the A.B.C., revealed 
on February 27th that Spain was sending 
250 Berlin-trained consular and diplomatic 
officials to South American countries. The 
other leading newspaper of Madrid, the 
Falangist Arriba, attenuated this state- 
ment by saying that “Spain had undertaken 
protection of Axis interests in Latin Amer- 
ica only to carry on an international Chris- 
tian [Catholic] mission”. (WN. Y. Post, Feb- 
ruary 27, 1942.) 


The Nazi agents, according to Harold 
Callender, have “succeeded in transform- 
ing what the Spanish call Hispanidad into 
what may be called ‘Germanidad’, so well 
does it serve the Nazi purpose in Latin 
America”. (N. Y. Times, February 1, 1942.) 


Victor M. Bienstock of the New York Post 
in a report of February 17 builds up a 
strong case to show that the U-boats oper- 
ating in the Caribbean Sea are most likely 
from the Spanish-owned Canary Islands off 
the coast of West Africa. 


The Spanish Falange continues its sabo- 
tage in North America. Its National Sin- 
archist Union was again taken to task by 
President Avila Camacho of Mexico. “With- 
out mincing words, the President said that 
if the union was attempting to organize 
Mexican Catholics in accordance with im- 
ported totalitarian doctrines then its action 
was ‘criminal and anti-patriotic’.” (N. Y. 
Times, February 23, 1942.) 
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THE CHURCH IN POLITICS 


CATHOLIC OBSTRUCTION continues in 
Canada despite the growing danger of an 
Axis victory. “During the debate on the 
King’s speech twenty Quebec members 
spoke against, and eleven voted against con- 
scription for overseas service.” (N. Y. 
Times, February 22, 1942.) The only in- 
fluence that can outweigh the Catholic 
church’s counsel of isolationism is the 
primitive instinct of self-preservation. 
Luckily some Quebec politicians are begin- 
ning to heed this instinct in spite of their 
church’s advice. Premier Adelard Godbout 
warned his compatriots: “The Province of 
Quebec would be open to attack any time 
if ever our British or American Allies 
should lose control of the seas. We would 
be encircled and our country would be sub- 
jected to a siege of which no one could fore- 
tell the outcome.” (Ibid.) 


* * *# 


SEIZURE OF CHURCH PROPERTY 


PROPERTY of churches and other religious 
organizations may be seized and sold by 
the State for non-payment of taxes, under 
an opinion just handed down by the Su- 
preme Court of Michigan. 


Michigan churches are exempt from gen- 
eral property taxes, but the case before the 
court involved claims of the State Island 
Board on the property of a number of Oak- 
land County religious organizations for non- 
payment of special assessments against 
their property. 


WHY COUGHLIN IS SHIELDED 


IN THE House of Representatives on March 
4, Representative Coffee of Washington 
asked Martin Dies why Father Charles E. 
Coughlin and Rev. Gerald L. K. Smith had 
never been investigated by his committee. 


Mr. Dies replied that Father Coughlin 
had been investigated, but said “neither he 
nor Mr. Smith had been summoned because 
the committee felt certain they would re- 
fuse to appear” and that then the commit- 
tee would have to cite them to the House 
for contempt “and a public cry probably 
would be set up that the committee was 
persecuting religion”. 
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SMOKESCREEN OF 
CATHOLIC “TOLERANCE” 


E Rev. Vincent C. Donovan, 
priest of the Dominican Order, has 















made himself conspicuous by publie | th 
participation in drives for religious | a 
tolerance among Catholics, Protestants | m 
and Jews. He flew to England and Ire- | eo 
land last year in the company of a Prot- | tw 
estant minister and a Jewish rabbi to | at 
report on religious conditions in war | til 
time in those countries. pI 

Like other Roman Catholic leaders, | ™ 
however, his chief interest in such : 





movements is merely to screen the Ro 
man Catholic church from all criticism. 
The kind of religious tolerance he de- 
sires is one-sided: to serve the aims of 
the Catholic church. A well-meaning, 
extremely tolerant and intelligent Prot- 
estant professional man, who corres- 
ponded with this Dominican priest, 
subscribed to THE CoNnverTED CaTH- 
otic for him for a year. In answer to 
the usual request for renewal of his sub- 
scription, this priest sent us the follow- 
ing letter, which speaks for itself : 
















“869 Lexington Ave., 
New York City, 
Feb. 6, 1942 


The Converted Catholic, 
229 West 48th St., 
City 












SIRS: 


A notice to the effect that my subscrip- 
tion has expired is at hand. I did not 
subscribe. The malodorous publication 
was sent to me by an ignorant bigot who, 
in his acknowledged ignorance of history 
and obvious ignorance of logic, ate up 
your specious concoctions. 


Your publication is not only vile but 
diabolic. A loss of faith can be under 
stood and pitied; there is always a moral 
not a logical cause! But loss of faith 
does not explain or excuse the malicious 
will manifest in your pandering to like 
bad wills, or commercializing ignorance 
and prejudice. 
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You have my prayers but not my sub- 

scription! 
(signed) 
Fr. Vincent C. Donovan, O.P.” 

This Dominican priest is secretary of 
the Catholic Thought Association and 
a Catholic leader in the Interfaith 
movement. Apart from the discourt- 
eous and intolerant tone of his letter, 
two things should be noticed: (1) the 
attack on us as former priests with the 
time-worn accusation of leaving the 
priesthood for immoral, not logical 
reasons; (2) his rage at those who, un- 
like him—who is spiritually and men- 
tally imprisoned—are free by God’s 
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grace to find out, examine and profess 
the truth. Elementary psychology 
knows the cause and has a name for the 
condition of mind of men so situated. 


--O-- 


ARDENT CATHOLIC William Griffin, edi- 
tor and publisher of the sensational New 
York Enquirer, was called before the Fed- 
eral Grand Jury investigating Axis propa- 
ganda. Among other things he was ques- 
tioned about an editorial he printed over 
the signature of Prescott Dennett urging 
Hamilon Fish for President. Dennett was 
an associate of Viereck in the days when 
Viereck was helping to master-mind isola- 
tionist propaganda. 


OF AFRICA 


OUR LADY 


Believe it or not, this is a picture of a so-called ‘‘Christian’’ (Catholic) shrine 
in the Basilica of Our Lady of Africa in Algiers. According to the Catholic 
Brooklyn Tablet, it was set up ‘‘with the hope that the Queen of Heaven would 

? take the Mohammedans under her maternal protection’’. The statue of the dark- 
skinned Virgin, bedecked in a beautiful satin gown and mantle, was crowned 
with a gold diadem studded with precious stones, a gift from the late Pope Pius 
XI. Many Mohammedans make pilgrimages to this shrine and revere it as the 
shrine of ‘‘Lala Meridem’’—‘‘the Mother of God’’. 
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About Books 


GUNTHER’S “INSIDE LATIN-AMERICA” 
($3.50). 


BECAUSE of its abundance of unpleasant 
facts concerning Catholic activities in 
South American countries, John Gunther's 
recent best seller has aroused the ire of 
Catholic critics throughout the country, 
The Rev. Dr. Joseph P. Thorning staged a 
public protest against it on February 6, at 
the Mayflower Hotel in Washington, D. C., 
when he styled Gunther “a slovenly report- 
er’, “a smear artist”, and his book “based 
on prejudice and ignorance”. 


Following are a few of the excerpts from 
“Inside Latin-America” citing well-known 
facts to which Dr. Thorning took special 
exception: 


“Latin America was, it happened, colon- 
ized by two countries, Spain and Portugal, 
that never experienced the Reformation. 
Thus Catholicism in peculiarly undiluted 
form dominated it from the earliest days, 
and remains today a profound and tena- 
cious influence.”’ 


“The early conquistadores fought in the 
name of the cross, and baptized Indians 
by the tens of thousands. In every new 
settlement the clergy took a large share 
of the best land, and achieved an im- 
portant vested interest in the community, 
socially, politically, economically. The 
great Archbishops admitted allegiance 
only to the King of Spain. They ruled 
like princes. The clergy were their troops, 
and the Inquisition their Gestapo. The 
Church had no competition, since no other 
religion but Catholic was permitted. It 
grew fabulously rich and fabulously de- 
cadent. In several countries the Church 
owned as much as one-half of the total 
land; Paraguay, for instance, became 
practically a Jesuit colony. Nowhere did 
the clergy, secular or religious, bestow 
upon the people anything like proper 
recompense for their inordinate position, 
though an effort was made in education.” 


“Today the lot of the Peruvian Indian 
is grim indeed. About two-thirds of the 
land is owned by the Church or the 
gamonales (big landowners) .”’ 


Elsewhere in his criticism, Dr. Thorning 
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admits Gunther’s work to be “an interest- 
ing accumulation of facts and opinions”, 
and “almost as fascinating as yesterday's 
tabloid newspaper, but condemns it as con- 
taining “a thousand other lacunae and omis- 
sions, distortions, historical howlers and 
misrepresentations of Catholic Church cul- 
ture’. He admits Mr. Gunther is “impec- 
cable when he talks of coffee, petroleum 
and bananas”, but disputes his right “to ap 
praise the Catholic church or cultural 
forces such as Spanish and Portugese civil- 
izations.” He is particularly irate that 
Gunther should have shown up “the iden- 
tity of Catholicism with Nazism and Fas- 
cism”. 


Dr. Thorning expresses the usual bully- 
ing attitude of Catholic apologists toward 
those who dare to appraise or criticize the 
Catholic church in any of its aspects. This 
is the traditional Catholic attitude that in- 
sists that the Catholic church is above crit- 
icism and should be treated as a “sacred 
cow” in public relations. 


AGAIN “THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM” 
by A. J. Cronin. ($2.50). 


ANOTHER best seller, Dr. A. J. Cronin’s 
“Keys of the Kingdom”, though written by 
a Catholic about a Catholic priest, continues 
to be the target of attack by Catholic crit- 
ics. The Redemptorist Father Edward A. 
Wuenschel, professor of theology at Esopus, 
N. Y., speaking before the Knights of 
Columbus Club in Brooklyn on February 
1, called Dr. Cronin’s work an “un-Catho 
lic” book that depicts priests as “unsavory 
rogues”. 

Like many other Catholic critics who 
have condemned Dr. Cronin’s novel, he ae- 
cused the author of the unforgivable sin 
of making his priest-hero, Father Chisholm, 
too tolerant and broad-minded, and “com- 
pletely ignoring the dogmatic intolerance 
which is such a striking characteristic of 
the Catholic Church”. He reminded his 
audience that “the Catholic Church is abso- 
lutely intolerant of any denial of her claim 
to be the divinely appointed guardian of the 
one true religion, the spokesman and the 
minister of Christ for all mankind, and she 
will brook no contradiction of one jot or one 
tittle of her teaching”. 

Unlike a few Catholic critics, Father 
Wuenschel takes no comfort from the fact 
that Dr. Cronin’s book, extolling the vir- 
tues of an imaginary tolerant priest, has 
become a top seller among non-Catholics 
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and will soon appear as a movie. He stated 
that in real life no bishop would ordain to 
the priesthood a man like Dr. Cronin’s hero; 
since “he might just as well have been a 
Congregationalist or a Seventh-Day Advent- 
ist”. 

In contrast, he praised Helen C. White’s 
recent novel, “To the End of the World”, 
as “an authentic Catholic novel, profound- 
ly Catholic in its theme. . . without conces- 
sion to error or vice”. In short, Miss 
White’s novel is to be recommended to 
Catholics because it upholds the true teach- 
ing of the Catholic church as intolerant, 
dogmatic and uncompromising whereas Dr. 
Cronin’s book “represents the spirit of com- 
promise between the realities of the Cath- 
olic faith and the unbelief of the modern 
mind” and as such is not fit reading for 
Catholics. It is to be hoped, however, that 
many Catholics will read it to learn what 
their priests should be like. 


--O-- 


IN DEFENSE OF 
CONVERTED PRIESTS 

NE OF THE CHIEF REASONS 

for our work at Christ’s Mission 
and our publication of THE CoNVERTED 
CatHoLic Magazine is to endeavor to 
defend the reputation of priests who 
resign from the Catholic church from 
worthy motives. This is necessary in 
order to counteract the policy of Cath- 
olie newspapers and magazines which 
consistently instruct the Catholic peo- 
ple that priests never leave the church 
of their own free will and from relig- 
ious conviction, but because they are 
expelled and ‘‘unfrocked’’ on account 
of immoral conduct. This is done pur- 
posely to prevent Catholic people from 
learning the truth about their church 
from converted priests. 


A sample of this can be seen in the 
Jesuit magazine America for December 

, 1941, where the editor of Taz Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC is styled ‘‘an un- 
frocked priest—one Lehmann’’ in a 
Vicious and entirely unsubstantiated 
article by Brendan Byrne, a teacher in 
the public school system of the City of 
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New York. The following letter of: pro- 
test, with request for retraction of the 
calumny, was sent to the editor of 
America: 


“Rev. Francis X. Talbot, S.J., 
Editor of ‘America’, 

329 West 108 St., 

New York, N.Y. 


DEAR SIR: 


I consider reference to me in Mr. Bren- 
dan Byrne’s article in ‘America’ for Decem- 
ber 27, 1941, as ‘an unfrocked priest— 
one Lehmann’, to be defamatory and in- 
jurious to my position as editor of ‘The 
Converted Catholic’ magazine. 


It can easily be established that I faith- 
fully served the Roman Catholic church 
as a priest for eight years, that I received 
the highest praise for my pastoral work 
and my negotiations in Rome, that no 
charge was ever made against my moral 
character, and that I voluntarily resigned 
of my own initiative from the diocese of 
St. Augustine, Florida, and against the 
wishes of my ecclesiastical superiors. 

In view of the obvious defamation of 
my character implied in Mr. Byrne’s false 
description of me, and of his position as a 
servant of the public in our public school 
system, it is necessary for you to bring 
the above facts to the attention of your 
readers. 

Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) LEO H. LEHMANN” 


Two replies were received from the 
editors of America, both promising that 
the matter would be given considera- 
tion after consultation with Mr. Byrne. 
In the meantime a legal action for per- 
sonal libel and recovery of $100,000 
damages has been taken against the edi- 
tors of America and Mr. Byrne by 
Major Joseph Wheless, a retired cor- 
poration lawyer, who also considered 
himself libeled and defamed in the same 
article by Mr. Byrne in the issue of 
America above referred to. 


The outcome of this action is being 
looked forward to with much interest 
by all concerned. 


CONVERTED PRIEST 
BAPTIZES ANOTHER 
CONVERTED PRIEST 


REAT THRONGS crowded the 

First Baptist church in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, recently to witness a most un- 
usual baptismal ceremony. 


A report of Carlos Vieira from that 
city to the Watchman Examiner in its 
issue of February 12, relates that Rev. 
Dr. Rafael G. Martius, himself a for- 
mer Roman Catholie priest, performed 
the baptismal ceremony for another con- 
verted Catholic priest and cathedral 
canon, the Rev. Antonio Salustio 
Arelas. 


Catholic conversions in South Amer- 
ican countries are constantly increas- 
ing, and the fact is not being taken with 
very good grace by Roman Catholic 
authorities. In an effort to halt the 
work of Protestant missionaries in Lat- 
in American countries, they raise the 
ery that it is destructive of Pan-Amer- 
ican unity. Pro-fascist Catholie spokes- 
men there tell the people that Protes- 
tant missions are part of the Anglo- 
American plot to spread their atheistic 
and anti-Catholic control over all of 
the Americas. 

~~ 


RADIO commentator and Washington news 
columnist Drew Pearson, in his radio broad- 
cast on Sunday, February 14, charged that 
a large supply of guns and ammunition had 
been discovered in a Franciscan monastery 
in Selbach, Brazil. Many Franciscans and 
other Catholic missionaries in Brazil are 
Germans. 


In refuting the charge, the Catholic 
Brooklyn Tablet holds that many of these 
monks were “expelled” from Germany by 
the Nazis. We know of no better way of 
planting a Nazi fifth column in any coun- 
try. 

It is also a well-known fact that such 
monasteries as Sao Paolo and Nino Dios 
have been German for many years and are 
ruled by German-born abbots. 
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QUESTION BOX 


Q. Catholics talk a lot about the “Real 
Presence” in their Communion, which 
they say we Protestants haven't got. 
Please explain what this means.—H. M., 
Denver, Colo. 








A. Catholics are obliged to believe that 
their priests have the power to change 
bread and wine into the actual body and 
blood of Jesus Christ. Although the pee 
ple only receive a wafer of bread, they be 
lieve that they are actually eating and 
drinking the living body and blood of Jesus 
Christ. Protestants reject this and, accord 
ing to the Scripture teaching, regard the 
bread and wine they receive at their com- 
munion service as symbolic of their accept- 
ance of Jesus Christ and his teaching and in 
commemoration of his sacrifice on Calvary. 
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It is only natural that many absurdities § obli 
should have resulted from the crude belief § wh 
of the Catholic church in the “real pres- § Gov 
ence” of the body and blood of Christ in § and 





the consecrated bread and wine. St. Thomas 
Aquinas, the greatest theologian of the 
Catholic church, lays it down, as all Cath- 
olics must believe, that none of the bread 
and wine remains after consecration by 
the priest; that all is turned into Christ's 
body and blood, not by the receiver’s faith, 
but by the priest’s words, and that all of 
Christ is contained, not only both in the 
bread and in the wine taken separately, but 
also in every smallest particle of either 
element. 












zyabriel Biel, another eminent Catholic 
theologian, followed this out to further log- 
ical conclusions which appear sacrilegious 
to Protestants: We quote from his Sacri 
Canonis Missae Expositio, as follows (Lee 
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“Not only are these four constituents | wa 
present in the Holy Eucharist, namely, | 4 { 
Body, Blood, Soul, and Godhead, but also § jeg 





their properties, accidents and perfections 
of nature and glory. Wherefore, they 
[the consecrated bread and wine] con 
tain four endowments of the body of 
glory: a fixed harmony of the parts, the 
primary and secondary qualities, and the 
due complexion of the working parts and 
organs ... Nor do they only contain 
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all things which make for the perfection 
of the body and limbs, but also every- 
thing which belongs to the adornment 
and beauty of a body, such as hair, nails, 
beard...” 


Since the Godhead of Christ is believed to 
be in the bread and wine and every separ- 
ate particle of them, so also God the Father 
and the Holy Ghost are believed to be there. 
Some Catholic theologians even claim that 
the body of Mary is also there. Catholic 
preachers are on record as urging the peo- 
ple to practice devotion to the Virgin Mary 
by receiving Holy Communion often, since 
by receiving and eating the body and blood 
of Christ they also receive and eat the 
flesh and blood of his mother Mary. Others 
have been known to excite devotion to Saint 
Anne, the mother of Mary and patron of 
pregnant women, for the same reason. (Cf. 
G. C. Coulton, Five Centuries of Religion, 
Vol. 1, pages 105-6.) 


This belief in the “real presence” was not 
obligatory on Catholics till the year 1215, 
when it was defined by the Fourth Lateran 
Gouncilt. Since then it has evolved further 
and further away from the true Scripture 
teaching about the celebration of the Lord’s 


-—-O-- 


Q. Our newspapers lately recorded de- 
scriptions of the usual solemn requiem 
masses and elaborate funeral cortége 
for the executed criminals of the gang 
“Murder Inc’. Do you think that the 
absolution of a priest can forgive crimes 


of people like them?’’—-A.V.M., Brooklyn, 
| 2 @ 


A. It is not for us to set a limit to the 
mercy of God in pardoning even the hard- 
est criminal. Nevertheless, it is only God, 
not a pope, bishop or priest, that can do so. 
True repentance, that is, a complete change 
of heart, alone can wipe away sin. A priest 
sitting like a judge in a confession “box” 
waving his hand in the air and pronouncing 
afixed Latin formula of absolution is sense- 
less and of no avail. 


Yet the Catholic church continues to in- 
ist on this “judicial” function of its priests 

necessary for pardon of sin. The Coun- 
til of Trent hurls anathema at anyone who 
dares to deny that absolution by the priest 
is a judicial act, as follows: 


“If any one shall say that the sacramental 
absolution of the priest is not a judicial 
act, but a bare ministerial act of pro- 
houncing and declaring to the person con- 





fessing that his sins are forgiven, pro- 
vided only he believes himself to be ab- 
solved; or if the priest does not serious- 
ly absolve him, but only pretend to do 
so, or shall say that the confession of the 
penitent is not required for absolution, 
let him be accursed.” 


It is for this reason that criminals such 
as those of the “Murder Inc.” gang con- 
tinue their evil acts in the hope that before 
they die or are executed they will have a 
priest to absolve them, say masses for them 
and give them a glorified funeral. 


-—-O-- 


JESUIT PRIEST’S SON 


R. E. BOYD BARRETT, Jesuit 

priest for 20 years before he re- 
signed and devoted himself to the prac- 
tice of psychoanalysis in New York 
City, is known to many through -his 
books on the Jesuit Order and the Cath- 
olic church. He now resides in Soquel, 
California, and a recent issue of the 
Santa Cruz Sentinel reports some inter- 
esting details about his son, Eamon, 
now eight years old. 


Credit for the boy’s rapid advance 
in edueation is given to his father, who 
has a Ph.D. from Louvain University 
and who was a noted author and lectur- 
er even before he resigned from the 


priesthood. Although only eight, 
Eamon is reported as being able to con- 
verse with his father in French and 
Latin. A month after he entered public 
school at Soquel he was advanced from 
the first grade to the fourth year class. 
His father however, is glad that the 
boy is no ‘‘child prodigy’’; he is proud 
that he is a healthy, normal boy, expert 
with a rifle and able to scale a rope like 
a sailor. When questioned what he 
would like to become when he grows up, 
he replied : ‘‘I’d be a soldier, I guess’’. 


We former priests are thankful that 
in this free land the legality of mar- 
riage, and the rights to a home and 
children are guaranteed us as other 
men. 
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IT PAYS TO MAKE A SAINT 


THE LITTLE FLOWER, the young nun of 


Liseux who was canonized in 1921, has been 
one of the most profitable saints of all time. 
She was employed to most practical ad- 
vantage by Father Coughlin to finance his 
pro-fascist and anti-Semitic broadcasts and 
publications. It has now been made known 
that. his “Radio League of the Little 
Flower” netted him, more than $1,458,658 
from 1937 through 1940. This was dis- 
closed on March 11 by Alberta Ward, Cough- 
lin’s bookkeeper, in an appeal from a ruling 
by the Unemployment Compensation Com- 
mission that Coughlin’s League of the Little 
Flower is not a charitable organization. 


THE EDITOR’S 
MAILBAG 


CREATION IN CHRIST 


A GRATEFUL reader writes: 


“TI want to express my thanks for the 
wonderful article in the March issue of 
Tue Converren CarHoric entitled ‘New 
-Creation in Christ’. 


‘J. have been:a Christian for a long 
time but have seldom been so blessed by 
any article.on this subject of ‘Grace vs. 
Law’. 

Gratefully yours, 


—H. W., Chicago, Ill.” 


* * * 


FROM A CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


“I LIKE your magazine so well that I will 
try my best to get others to subscribe to it. 
I am a converted Catholic and I now like 
my Bible better than all the hocus-pocus of 
the Catholic church. My children attend 
the Sunday School of the Presbyterian 
church. 


“I hope your magazine will help many 
Catholics to see the light of true Chris- 
tianity.”—Mrs. M. G. Newman, Cal. 
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KIND WORDS 


“Enclosing $1 and a few stamps to help 
with postage. Your bravery and character 
are astounding, but you have God’s pro 
tection and approbation, and His angels 
are all about you. 


“Thanks for continuing to send my copy 
without renewal.” 


—Wm. A. C., New York City. 


FRAUDULENT RELIGIOUS PRACTICES 


THE FOLLOWING letter from a reader is 
of timely importance. It concerns the recent 
conviction of Mrs. Edna Ballard and her 
son Donald, who were fined $8,000 and re 
ceived suspended jail sentences by Roman 
Catholic. Judge J. F. T. O’Connor for their 
activities in the cult “I Am”. They were 
further warned “to hold no meetings or 
radio broadcasts, solicit no gifts, to refrain 
from representing that they are channels 
through which healings can be effected, and 
to refrain from selling or publishing maga 
zines or books”. They were also forbidden 
to assert that their patron, Saint Germain, 
a religious mystic of the Middle Ages, ap 
peared to them. 


The obvious conclusion is that Judge 0: 
Connor could have just as rightly applied 
his strictures to identical practices of his 
own Roman Catholic religion, which reaps 
huge profits through the mails from all 
manner of apparitions, appearances, medals, 
scapulars and statues of supposed saints. 
Our reader’s letter is as follows: 


“Dear Friends: 


“I have been a reader of your excellent 
magazine for a long time through the 
courtesy of a friend who is a subscriber. 


“May I call your attention to a matte 
of importance? It concerns the trial of 
the ‘I Am Movement’ before Federal 
Judge J. F. T. O’Connor, a Roman Cathe 
lic. I want you to understand clearly 
that I hold no brief for Mrs. Edna Bak 
lard or her son Donald, who were found 
guilty by a jury on a charge of religious 
fraud. But I am concerned with the fact 
that the judge publicly excoriated them 
for the very acts which he as a Catholi¢ 
considers right and proper in his o 


church. : 


“In the terms of probation for the Bak 
lards it will be noted, among other things, 
that they are absolutely prohibited from 
saying that ‘St. Germain’ ever ap; 
to them. Now, I know nothing a 
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this ‘St. Germain’ except that in his case 
the title ‘Saint’ does not indicate that he 
is one of the synthetic saints manufac- 
tured by the pope. ‘St. Germain’ is the 
surname of a mystic who lived in the 
Middle Ages, and who is said to have been 
the founder of the Rosicrucians. 

“The point I wish to make is this: 
Why is it legal for the Roman Catholic 
church to continue to build up a business 
that mulcts millions of dollars from su- 
perstitious followers by ‘appearances’, ‘ap- 
paritions’ etc., on the strength of which 
are issued medals, pamphlets and statues 
which are sold at a profit to the ‘faith- 
ful’? Recently your magazine showed a 
picture of a ‘saint’ who ‘used to fly up 
into a tree to preach his sermons’, and is 
now the Catholic patron of aviators. If 
the Ballards had struck off millions of 
medals of ‘Saint Germain’ as the protec- 
tor of soldiers and sailors, this Judge O’- 
Connor would have foamed at the mouth 
in his hysteria and the post office would 
have confiscated them. 

“May I suggest that your readers make 
a like complaint to the post office depart- 
ment against every Roman Catholic 
fraud? In justification of such action we 
have the words of this Catholic Judge in 
open court, as quoted in the Los Angeles 
News of Feb. 20, 1942, as follows: 
“Religion cannot be used as a vehicle 
for the perpetuation of a fraud. Fraudu- 
lent practices under the guise of religion 
cannot be tolerated.” 


—T. V. Case, Los Angeles, Cal.” 


Let us hope that some of our readers will 
act upon this most practical suggestion. 


NOTANDUM 


BY OVERSIGHT we omitted to mention 
that the list of Protestant ministers from 
mr subscription lists with distinctly Irish 
tames, published in our last month’s issue, 
included regularly ordained ministers of 
the Presbyterian and other churches as well 
a% the Baptist and Methodist. 


ARE YOU MOVING? 


YOU should notify us in advance of 
any change of address, as the post 
office will not forward our magazine 
to you even if you leave a forwarding 
address. Your compliance in this mat- 
ter will save delay and expense. 
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MY RADIO TALKS ON 
ROMAN CATHOLICISM 


By Rev. SrepHen L. Testa 
(A Converted Roman Catholic) 


A set of 14 booklets and tracts 
Price $1.00 


Also: 


“CAN ROMAN CATHOLICS 
READ THE BIBLE?” 


By Rev. STePHEN L. Testa 


5¢ each—25 for $1.00 


~_-O 
Order from: 
SCRIPTURE TRUTH SOCIETY, 
156 FIFTH AVE., 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 


STILL $1.00 A YEAR 


MOST 
MAGAZINES ARE RAISING 
THEIR SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 


— BUT — 


DESPITE rising costs of materials 
and production we do not want to in- 
crease our yearly subscription rate 
beyond the convenient $1.00 a year 
(Canada $1.25). We look to those 
who can afford to do so to make up 
the deficiency in our budget by con- 
tributing what they can towards our 
increasing costs. This is necessary 
for the continuance and expansion of 
a magazine like ours which carries 
no commercial advertising. 








The Work of Christ's Mission 


Public Meetings of Worship, Testimonies and Forum, every Sunday at 3:30 
in the afternoon, Union M. E. Church, 229 West 48th Street, 
99 steps west of Broadway, New York City 


cccnemenivntiens Qeasiinnanmsio 


HRIST’S MISSION was 
founded in New York City 
in 1879 by Rev. James A. O’Con- 
nor, a former Roman Catholic 
priest. Having come to the 
knowledge of true Christian 
teaching, he determined to make 
it known to his former Catholic 
brethren. A special feature of his 
Mission has been to help other 
priests to follow his example and 
to enable them to find positions 
in life after resigning from the 
Roman priesthood. In the sixty 
years of its existence, Christ’s 
Mission has aided hundreds of 
Catholic priests in this way. 

Its articles of incorporation 
specifically state that Christ’s 
Mission was founded ‘‘for the 
purpose of mutual improvement 
of religious knowledge and for 
the furtherance of religious opin- 
ton.’’ It therefore maintains its 


platform in the heart of New 
York City as an open forum for 
the discussion of the vital differ- 
ences between the religious and 
eultural values of Reformation 
teaching and those of Roman 
Catholicism. 

It also seeks to enlighten non- 
Catholics as to Vatican-inspired 
activities against civil and religi- 
ous liberty. In treating of this 
subject, however, it carefully dis- 
tinguishes between (1) the Ro- 
man Curia, (2) the hierarchy, 
and (3) the Catholic laity. It 
does not assail individuals, but 
speaks plainly about the aims 
and workings of the politico- 
religious system of Roman Ec- 
clesiasticism, of which they all 
form a part. Nor does it connect 
any considerable percentage of 
the laity with the political 
schemes of either the Vatican or 
the hierarchy. 


CHRIST’S MISSION—Form of Bequest 


I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, incorporated in the State of 


New York, the sum of $ 


to be applied to the uses and pur. 
poses of said Mission. 


YOUR COOPERATION IS SOLICITED AND YOUR CORRESPONDENCE 
INVITED 


When in New York City, come to our meetings. We cordially welcome you. 
CHRIST’S MISSION . . . 229 West 48th St., New York, N. Y. 








